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“All our wisdom is     
stored in the trees”  
Santosh Kalwar

Welcome to 
The Resilience 
Garden
The Resilience Garden was designed by 
Sarah Eberle to explore how forests and gardens 
can be made resilient to challenges posed by 
climate change, pests and diseases.

Initiated by the William Robinson Gravetye Charity, 
the garden takes inspiration from pioneering Victorian 
horticulturist William Robinson who championed the wild 
garden, encouraged more natural planting and experimented 
with different plants and trees at Gravetye Manor.

The garden features a diverse range of species in habitats that 
mimic existing and probable effects of climate change. Echoing 
Robinson’s approach, The Resilience Garden advocates that 
we need to broaden our planting to ensure our landscapes 
remain healthy and teeming with wildlife in the future.

The centre piece is a repurposed grain silo, doubling as the 
designer’s studio and characterising the garden’s rural setting. 
The Resilience Garden forms part of a year-long celebration 
of 100 years of forestry in Britain, and the creation of the 
Forestry Commission, established in 1919.



The Resilience Garden takes inspiration from the 
visionary gardener William Robinson. Following in 
his footsteps is Tom Coward, head gardener at 
Gravetye Manor where Robinson lived and plied 
his trade for over 50 years.

Robinson was a revolutionary for his 
time, introducing new ideas such as the 
wild garden and experimenting with 
different species of trees. While he had 
a dramatic impact on horticulturists and 
landowners throughout the 20th century, 
his approach is still relevant today.
 
In the face of climate change and the 
threats posed by pests and diseases, 
we need to plant more diverse forests 
and gardens to ensure they are resilient 
for the future. Robinson was bold and 
experimental, and we could do worse 
than looking to him for a little inspiration.
 

Gravetye Manor is now a hotel and restaurant and, 
under its current owners, has seen a complete 
restoration of the William Robinson garden.

The William 
Robinson story

Meet the 
designer
Sarah has practiced 
landscape architecture and 
garden design for nearly 40 
years. She works in both 
traditional and contemporary 
styles, and has won 16 gold 
medals in RHS shows.

Why did you want to work 
on this garden?
Creating this garden is about 
bringing critical issues around 
climate change and plant health 
to the biggest stage. As the 
Forestry Commission turns 100, 
it’s the perfect time to give these 
challenges the attention they need.

What can people expect to see?
The first thing people will notice 
is the repurposed grain silo, 
which doubles as my studio and 
represents the garden’s rural 
setting. I think people will also be 
intrigued by the variety of species, 
which shows how we need to 
diversify our planting in gardens 
and forests of the future. 

How did you carry out research? 
I spent a lot of time with the Forestry 
Commission, learning about different 
tree species they are trialling across 
the country. I also visited Gravetye 
Manor to learn more about William 
Robinson’s experimental ideas and 
the impact they had.

What messages do you want 
people to take home?
It’s really important people feel 
empowered to do something 
positive. Robinson’s idea of the 
wild garden can be realised in 
even the smallest space. We 
have to be innovative and clever 
to make our landscapes and 
cities greener, and give nature 
the space it needs to thrive.



The 
garden

Ginkgo biloba, known as a ginkgo or maidenhair tree, 
is another ancient species, having been found in fossils 
dating back millions of years. The ginkgo’s endurance is 
epitomised at Hiroshima, where six trees survived the 
atom bomb explosion in 1945.

Cryptomeria japonica, or Japanese cedar, 
is a fragrant, weather resistant conifer. Traditionally 
used for ornamental purposes, it has been cited as 
a potential source of fast growing timber.

Araucaria araucana, known as 
monkey puzzle, is a hardy evergreen native to the 
Andes. It tolerates almost any soil type and provides a 
good nut crop in climates with cool oceanic summers.



Acer campestre
Cornus sanguinea
Corylus avellana
Crataegus monogyna
Euonymus europaeus
Ligustrum vulgare
Viburnum lantana
Euonymus europaeus
Corylus avellana
Rhus typhina Dissecta
Rhus typhina
Crataegus monogyna
Ficus afghanistanica
Carpinus betulus

Araucaria araucana
Cryptomeria japonica
Gingko biloba
Juglans nigra
Liriodendron tulipifera
Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Zelkova serrata
Sequoiadendron giganteum
Tilia henryana

Hesperaloe parviflora
Gladiolus com. byzantinus
Geum ‘Fire Storm’
Geum Prinses Juliana
Aquilegia vulgaris
Ranunculus acris Stevenii
Thermopsis chinensis
Ridolfia segetum
Briza media
Linum perenne
Eschscholzia Copper Pot
Eschscholzia Copper swirl
Eschscholzia Ivory Castle
Eschscholzia Mikado
Euphorbia seguieriana subsp. Niciciana

Plant list

Plant health tips for 
nature lovers
• Make sure you buy plants and trees from a reputable nursery.
• Don’t bring plants or flowers home from abroad. 
•  Wash your boots, buggies and bikes when visiting forests, gardens 

and parks to reduce the spread of plant pests or diseases.

Creating 
resilient forests 
for the future
 
The tree health resilience 
strategy sets out how we can 
protect England’s trees from 
the threats posed by pests and 
diseases. By planting more diverse 
forests and working together 
to enhance biosecurity, we can 
ensure our trees and landscapes 
are healthy and full of wildlife for 
generations to come.

Aralia cordata
Aspidistra elatior
Carex sylvatica
Clematis integrifolia
Disporum Night Heron
Fragaria vesca
Geranium phaeum
Schefflera taiwaniana
Chrysosplenium macrophyllum 
Pachysandra axillaris Crug’s Cover

Calamagrostis epigejos
Equiseteum hyemale
Euphorbia palustris
Filipendula yezoensis
Trollius europaeus
Iris sibirica Butter and Sugar
Darmera peltata

Asplenium trichomanes
Doodia media
Blechnum cycadifolium
Pellaea rotundifolia
Geum rivale Alba
Dryopteris erythrosora

Lotus hirsutus Frejorgues
Aloe vera
Dasylirion wheeleri
Geum triflorum
Elegia elephantina
Opuntia vulgaris
Puya coerulea
Yucca recurva
Ficus afganistanica
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In fact, the trees are murmuring under your feet,
a buried empathy; you tread it.
      High over your head,
the canopy sieves light; a conversation
you lip-read. The forest
      keeps different time;
slow hours as long as your life,
so you feel human.

So you feel more human; persuaded what you are
by wordless breath of wood, reason in resin.
You might name them-
    oak, ash, holly, beech, elm-
but the giants are silence alive, superior,
and now you are all instinct;
swinging the small lamp of your heart
as you venture their world:

the green, shadowy, garlic air
     your ancestors breathed.
Ah, you thought love human
till you lost yourself in the forest,
but it is more strange.
   These grave and patient saints
who pray and pray
and suffer your little embrace.

Carol Ann Duffy
Copyright © Carol Ann Duffy, 2019

Forest
The William Robinson Gravetye Charity 

The William Robinson Gravetye Charity was established to manage the 
Gravetye Estate, which was left to the nation in the will of William Robinson.

wrgc.org.uk

Supported by:

Kingscote Estate
The Kingscote Estate is a 150 acre wine producer and event 

venue nestled in the heart of West Sussex.

kingscoteestate.com

Gravetye Manor Hotel and Restaurant
Gravetye Manor is a delightful historic hotel set in more than 

1,000 acres of tranquil English countryside.

gravetyemanor.co.uk

Forestry Commission
The Forestry Commission, celebrating its centenary this year, looks after 

1,500 public forests and woodlands for people, timber and wildlife.

forestryengland.uk

Department for Environment, 
Food & Rural Affairs (Defra)

gov.uk/defra

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
kew.org

Scottish Forestry
forestry.gov.scot

Scottish Government
gov.scot

Welsh Government
gov.wales

In partnership with:

Animal and Plant Health Agency
gov.uk/apha

Observatree
observatree.org.uk

Action Oak
actionoak.org

Contractors

Crocus
crocus.co.uk



Designed by Forestry England Design  - May 2019 © Crown copyright

100 years of forestry 1919 - 2019
The Forestry Commission is celebrating its centenary 
by inspiring people to visit forests and woodlands, and 
help protect them for generations to come. 

The centenary year includes the largest ever survey of 
forest wildlife, new artistic works and commemorative 
tree avenues planted to celebrate 100 years of forestry. 

forestryengland.uk/100 
#forests100


